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To
SQA Co-ordinator




April 2008
Further Education Colleges,
Secondary Schools, Special Schools,
Independent Special Schools,

Directors of Education

SCIS, SFEU, LTS

For the attention of centre staff responsible for:

Access 1 and 2 provision

	Action by Recipient

	      Response required

  √  Note and pass on

      None – update/information only


Contact Name – Sandy Riddell at Glasgow  
Direct Line – 0845 213 5569
E-mail – sandy.riddell@sqa.org.uk  
  
  

  
Dear Colleague,
National Qualifications Update – Access 1 and 2

This letter provides an update for those staff in centres who are involved in the delivery of qualifications at Access 1 and 2 levels.

New Units Access 1 Independent and Supported level
Centres have been asking for greater choice at these two levels, and we have now developed a further ten Units with the following titles:

Access 1 Independent level
F35M 07
Physical Education: Participating in Group Activities

F35N 07
Physical Education: Participating in Individual Activities

F35P 07
Physical Education: Participating in Swimming Pool Activities


Access 1 Supported level

F35J 07

Physical Education: Supported Participation in Group Activities


F35K 07
Physical Education: Supported Participation in Individual Activities


F35L 07
Physical Education: Supported Participation in Swimming Activities
Access 1 Supported level (cont’d)

F381 07
Interacting in a Community Setting

F382 07
Interacting in a Familiar Setting


F383 07
Listening and Responding to Simple Texts


F384 07
Listening and Responding to Simple Scottish Texts
Copies of these new Units are now available and can be downloaded from the Access 1 and 2 website. 

New Access 1 and 2 website

I would like to remind centres that, as highlighted in previous update letters, the Access 1 and 2 website has been refreshed and updated and we have received some very positive feedback from centres that have used the site.  If you have not visited the new site yet you can find it by:

· going onto the main SQA website at www.sqa.org.uk and clicking on the link for ‘Access 1 and 2’ that is listed on the index on the homepage;

· or,  you can simply go directly to www.access1and2.org.uk .

New Course in Personal Development 
As mentioned in previous Access 1 and 2 Update Letters, we are currently developing a new Course in Personal Development which will replace the existing Personal and Social Education Course at Access 2 level. The new Course will not be available for delivery until August 2008 but the new Units will be published on our website before the end of April 2008. Work is currently underway to develop Unit Support Packs that will provide both teaching and NAB materials for the Units within the new Course.  These packs will be available on SQA’s secure website by the end of August 2008.
We will be holding launch events for the new Personal Development Course at the end of April and invitations were issued to centres in March. 
SGAs to be phased out
I want to draw your attention to the fact that Scottish Group Awards (SGAs) at all levels will be phased out over the next three years.  The NQ Update letter which was issued to all centres in December 2007 outlined the reasons and the timetable for the withdrawal of all currently available SGAs.
SGAs will be withdrawn at different times over the next three years depending on the level of uptake each of them has. In the case of the Access 2 level SGAs (Single, Double and Triple awards), these qualifications will be withdrawn from 2010. This means that any remaining SGA candidates at Access 2 level should complete their awards prior to the end of session 2009/10.
We shall be consulting on the potential demand for new types of group award at Access levels in due course and we shall seek to develop a National Progression Award or National Certificate if a need is established.
Yours sincerely,
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Sandy Riddell
Project Manager

National Qualifications Product Development 

